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Key Finding* (U) 



Khaud Shaykh Muhammad; Preeminent 
Source On Al-Qa'idaJ8#yFj 



subsequent plot* against US and W«t*ra target* worldwide, ha* 
bewme one of the US G overnmen t's key tource* on'sJ-Qa'ida, As a 
be 5188 provided ^WMreports that have shed light on 

disruption of several plots against the United States, 

* IS®*? 0 ] 1 6001 ^ 001 on ty dramatically expanded our universe 

SSSft 011 pb * ** P«viidSlt aaristS 

y liffiiiiiSiinir “*ii 



2X2SSS? ® aint8fas that overriding priority was to strike 
the Utdtei State* but says that immediately after 1 1 September he 



4zr; c 

*** “PP 01 *^^ aad limited, lauding a 
ptot to fly a hijacked plane into the tallest building on the US West Cmsi 

Slhf 0pcrative “ d US J o^e Padilla to Sfoff 

bombs ia higb-nae apartment buildings in a US city. 




CIA mbmsm dutKSM has revealed at least the broad outline* of the 

Sm a T? WikJl h * “ d hU focused 

1999 until his detention four years later. We judge that 

*ffA ratC becaU4f hi * formation tend* to 
becoruUtent, and much of it ha* been corrob orated by fellow 
detainee* and other reporting, 








Kh«ll4 Shaykh Mohammad! 

Prt etaiaeat Source Ob A]*Qa‘ida 



What KSM Haa ToJd U* 

r „ ft wffi take yearn to determiradefibtively ell the 

^ a f Shs ^ r „^ . • pl«» in which KSM wu involved and of which ha 

■Wifflfflid (KSM), the wu sware, hut our extensive dehrieflngB of various 
ariving force behind the KSM lieutenants since early 2003 suggeitihat: be has 
11 September attacks ** divulged at less! the broad outline* of his network's 
wan u itvtral most significant plots against the United 3tates and 

lubieqnrat plots tgahut elrowhere in hi* role as al-Qa'ida’s chief of 
u8 and Western target* operations outside Afidymktan: 
worldwide, has become, 

!*?** ^ In * Striking Iht United Status, Despite KSM’* 

Mirth 2003, * key assertion that a post- 11 Septraber attack in the 

mt*Higinc* tource fijr United States would be diffiauft became of najtu 

the US Government on stringent security measures, he has admitted to 

nertonilitiM T*,V! « and hatching a plot in late 2001 to uae Jemaah Mamiya 

pewnaJltt^taefi^ sums M* <fotetfma have (II) operative* to crash a Slacked airliner Into the 

fehwi-buMi^ 

k tZlO LOSnuiV Sfln iWSthAn rtf ttAAt . lm i. . •<<«* » t . 




yielded! 



V v ITWVM Ufcllk VU UJC 

P lota, capab ilities,tho idehtflyaad'locaticn of ' ~~ 
sl-Qa'id* operative#, and affiliated terrorist 
organisation* end network*. He has provided 
information on sd-QaWs strategic doctrine, 
probable targets, the intact of striking each target 

set, and Dkaly method* of ittaeto inside the United 

States. 

• KSM has also provided in considerable detail the 
<mti and profile# that al-Qa'lda soucht in Western 
operatives tfter the 11 ~ 



♦ In addition, KSM has given us insight into hew 

al-Qa'ida might conduct surveillance of potential 

togCt* 



2001 until early 2003, KSM also ocnceivcd several 
low-lavel plots, including m early 2002 plan to 
send al-Qi‘ida operative and US dti 2 ea Jose 
Padilla to itt off bombs in high-rise apartment 
buildings in an unspecified ou^or US city and an 
eariy 2003 plot to employ a network of 
P skistania ■— inefcuding Iyman Paris and Majid 
Khan— to target g#* stations, railroad tracks, end 
the Brooklyn Bridge in New York. KSM has also 
spoken at length about operative Ja’&r al-Tayyar, 
admitting that al-Qa'ida had te»v<yi al-Tayyar to 
case specific tsrgets in Now York City in 2001, 

• Attack* tn Asia, Swop*, thi AfkSdk East. During 
2000-2001, KSM plotted attacks against US sad 
other targets in Scuttmut Aria using sl-Q»*ida and 
JI operatives, but after the 11 September attacks he 
claims that be largely regarded JI operatives sa a 
resource for bis plots against targets fa Europe and 










liifng KSM T\> Implicate 
Snfait hi CBRN Plotting 




Reposting from KSM 
gfestty advanced our 

ofi!-Q»‘tda’s 
program. 

* In response to qutadons about al-Qa’ Ida's 
oflfora to acquire WMD, KSM revealed he had 
met three individual i involved In ai-Qa'ida’t 
programto produce anferax. Heappearato 
have calculated, incorrectly, that w* had thh 
Wfetmaflon already, given that one of the 
tW-Ya&d 3u£ut_hjui been in foreign 
.^tody for severe months before KSM's arrest 
&T unrelated terrorist activity. 

• Wfepoo^ted With fee In&maiion provided 

Xf^^whd lad access (q prtif 

ofKSM.'s'eaptitre, 

‘ "'fwwKSH“ 



'^yided it&tmjUipo oh his. 

Built was 

jtfYaslri’s two principal 
awlpWtU ni fee anthrax program, 



fee United Sts»a. KSM took a robust role in 
directing aadassisting operation* during 2002 and 
eariy 2003, including overeemng the Heathrow Plot, 
providing money to Hamhali for tmoriatplots m 




ia o«rm Aiama. no nasaao revealed 
details of the al-Qa’Ida, bombing of fee Djefba 
lytagogue in Tunisia in April 2002 and his role in 
this attack. 




* Historical Plots. KSM hu been one of fee primary 
aourcei on uoderattnding how fee U September 
ettackawese conceived, planned, and executed. 
WWle KSM v» fee maSg«oftfae II September 





'■> at mm IJAWrUOUU UW8U5C Otl 

Leaia&ndhls deceased deputy Utiha^murf <a qf 
jHaycd & key role ia die eclectism of op&rtitrvBfl, 
Rama Bin el-SUbb, not KSM, was in direct contact 
wlfodrell September fe/adcctt once they were fe 
fee United States, KSM also has provided a fife 
amount of detail on fee 1994-95 “Bqjinka H 
plot— Saxanl&ted along wife hi* nephew Rsmri 
Ywreef— in which they conspired to explode in 

zrmmr- ° vw ** padfic 



KSM has act admitted to a rok In the bombing by n 
operatives of nightclubs in Bali in Ootober 2002; 
Hambali cteims feat be financed these bombings from 

ftfflding provided by K&M for attacks in general in 
Southeast Asia. 
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Similarly, ict&nn«ioa feat KSM 
provided to ui on Majid Khan la 
fee spring of 2003 wu the crucial 
feat link in the chain tbit led ui to 
— (hc-cqjtUTCTjf jSf^jnMTJI H5a«r 
and at-Qa‘ld» utsdtte Hamtsaii 

in August 2003 md more than a 
dozen Southeast Asian operatives 
slated fir attacks against the US 
homeland. K$M told ua about Khan' sre!* in 
delivering S50.QO0 In December 2002 to operatives 
associated with HambaJl 

« In an example of how tofbnnatioa from one 
detainee can be used in debriefing mother detainee 
in a "building-block" process, Khan — who had 
been detained in Pakistan in early 2003— waa 
confronted wife KSM's iafunnalion shout the 
money and acknowledged that he delivered the 
mosey to an operative named “Zuhair.'’ Ktso&ljo 
provided Zubair't physical description and contact 
number, Based on that in&nnation, Zubair was 
captured In June 2003, 

* During debriefings, Zubsir revested that he worked 



* Bringing fee story full circle, 1 Abd al-Hadi 
identified a cell of JI operative*— «ome of them 
pilots — wham HamhaU had sent to Karachi for 
possible nl-Qa'ida operations. Whan confronted 
with bis brother'* revelations, Hantbali admitted 
feat ha waa grooming member* of the cell for US 
operations— at fee behest of KSM— probably a» 
.part of KSM’s plot to fly hijacked plane* into the 
tallest building on the US West Coast 












1 Shortly after his cmtnn. K3M nr*A«M Vwi , 
willmg to divulge limited iobaastioa oo the 

became key Harrow plotter Raaua 
Bin tl-Shlbh had been detained efcmit w>v^ f 
wUcr. NevaftidoM, KSM withhold detail* abort 
me evoktiofl of fee cpera&n until eanftoated wift 
reporting ftom two other operative* knowledgeable 



KSM « nephew Ann as? *l-B*luofci— who were 

KSM a3io provided much more rpedfic a&nnatka 
°? tl-Qa'ida’i operational sctivitk* with Head the 
**f JI opcntivct only sficric was 
by detailed qneatua* derived foot &e 












Appendix* Biography of Khnlld 

Siuykh Muhammad (KSM) (U) 



| 
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Shaykfa Muhammad (KSM) wm bora oc 
I96 J; &sher, a cleric who died ia 
1 969, moved to Kuwait along with othe Baluchi 
relative* fiom Iran in toe 1950* and early I960*, 
whea Urge number* of migrant* traveled to the 
Gtilf region fiom acrow the Muilim World to fake 
advantage of the oil boom. In a lengthy 

x . ■ J* Z . 



r cuiH WS Caolur 
KSMnotod that he had « rebeilioui streak from 
childhood,' he claimed that in grade school he and 
his nephew, World Tirade Center bomber Ramri 
Yousef tore down the Kuwaiti flag fom their 
tchool, He also stated that he joined die Mu*Hm 
Brotherhood as a teenager as an expreation of his 
ceaaaoe against the secular world he saw around 
luxa* 




• In addition to Rama Youae^ another five 
relatives of KSM are terrorists, the most notable 
of whom are nephew *AU ‘Abd il-Aziz *Ali 
(a.k.«u 1 Anunar). a 



KSM s limited and negative experiences in the 
Umtod States — which included a brief jail stay 
Because of unpaid bills— almost certainly helped 

00 *“* *** to becon>e 8 toiit KSM 
«*«« in hi* jailhouM autobiography that while 
^anding North Carolina A&T State Uajvenity, he 
wus«d oa hi* studies and awocisted primarily 

wtto feUow Isiamtet student* ftom the Middle Bast 




He itated that hi* contacts with Americms, while 
jaininteh-QMifiiraod-huw^ 

Was a debauched md racist country. 



* After graduating fiom A&T in 1986 with a 
degree in mechanical engineering, KBMsdd 
that be traveled to Afghanistan to participate in 
the fighting against fee Soviet Army there. He 
stated that most of his time In Afghanistan 
during this period was d irected to m ionort work 
tor other mujahidin. 

KSM also hag identified ths terrorist activities of 
his nephew Rsmri Youief, along with hit anger at 
the US Govcnunent'a support of Israel, as playing 
a pivotal role in hit deritloato engage in terrorism 
against toe United States, la 1992, KSM sayg he 
provided about Si, 000 to help toad Yousuf's 
bombing of the World Trade Center, adding that 
he wu impressed by toe ease with which his 
nephew was ibis to operate in the United States. 









Wule preparing the Bojtokaplot, Youwf sad 
KSM alio discussed tile idea of using planes as 
missiles to strike (ergots tofts United states, 
including the White House and the Cental 
Intelligence Agency. KSM says that, fa 1996, he 
expanded the idee of using plane* u 4, 

conceiving Ufa plot bf hijacking ten sirltoers to 



al-Qs'ida’s Media Committee and oversaw 
effects during 2000-2001 to work with East 
Asian JajiMh Mamiya (JI) opentivoa to launch 
terrorist attacks fa Southeast Asia against US and 
Israeli targets. 

» KSM has stated fast he intentionally did not 
swear bay ‘ah (i pledge of loyalty) to Bin Ladfa 
unfa after September 2001 so that he oould have 

- ignonfaatocUfaBW ihrai-Qa^^ ii^fe^hi'p tr) 

September attacks. 



He the® joined Yousef fa the Philippines fa IS94 
to plan the “Bojloka" plot— die simultaneous 
bombings of a dozen US -flagged commercial 
airliners over the Pacific, 

• After the Bojalca plot was disrupted md Yousef 
Was caught in early 1995, KSM escaped but waa 
wfsfpiwtly indicted fa fas United States tor his 
role fa ths plot and wont into hiding 



KSM traveled to Afghfirdstsa to the mid« 1990s to ^ ^ 1 > ths collapse of die Taliban regime , 

pin *e support of Usama Bin Ladin sad thereby ** °* al-Qa'ids's lesdcrsinp, sad the 

hopefully obtain fas reecancei necessary to realize ptwge associsted with engineering the 

the operation. The al-Qa'idt l«ufcf u g«t ‘ ‘ September stocks combined to propel KSM 

demurred but changed his mfad fa fate 1999 and tow toe rote ofoperstioBa thief foral-Qa'ids 

provided KSM operatives and Alnding for a around the world, 

scaled-down version of his fajadring operation 

Tito pfamfag cwlmfaated fa the II September • KSM stated that he had planned » second wave 

attacks, of fajeekfag stack* even before September 2001 

but drifted hi* aim from the United States to the 

* SeptembEr 3001, KSM ws* neither a United Kingdom because of the United Sates* 

formal member of tri-Qa'ida nor a member of its post- 11 September security posture and the 

leadership council, but fa addition to minag fag Ctevmment’s strong support for 

the 1 1 September operation, he Washington's global war an terror. 



Sj 



mzom im 






I 







* 5* d J a ° B 2 to pwpiw thi s so-called 

“Heaflaow Plot" — fa which la planned to have 
inultiple aircptft attack Hcathtov Airport and 
other target* fa the United Kfagdom-Sbw alio 



State*. 



• Although he was responsible for operational 
plotting, KSM ataad fast during moat of 2002 

he spent ootaideraifatfaBeiruusagfag the ' 

movement and housing of operatives and their 
tBBlIiea tom Affehanittan to Pakiitaa and then 
onwsnds to the Middle H&st Jgfoff’f 
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